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Megashow Weekend

Galleria Mall - Johnstown

Friday, March 22
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Saturday, March 23
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Sunday, March 24
Noon to 5 p.m.

Only days left to 
Register as a Vendor!

Forms online at 
somersetcountymegashow.com

The expo always features something for 
everyone including, home improvement ideas, 
product demonstrations,  prize drawings and 

more.

Free Admision.

Megashow sponsorships are available, 
including businesses not planning to be 

exhibitors.

For details on the Megashow, visit 

somersetcountymegashow.com, 

or contact the Chamber at 814.445.6431, 
info@somersetcountychamber.com.

 

GOLF BASH

Proceeds from this event will benefit projects 
and initiatives of both the Somerset County 
Chamber of Commerce and the Somerset County 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) through which programs 
like Leadership Somerset County and Success in 
Somerset County are funded and operated.

Bakersville VFD Banquet Hall
2341 West Bakersville-Edie Road 

Somerset, PA

Doors open at 11 a.m.

$50 per person
(Includes Food, Beer and Drinks All 

Day, plus Door Prize entry)
Only 1,000 tickets available

May 4, 2024

GRAND PRIZES
2nd Prize - Frederick MD Package

(Foursome / 2 nights/3 days / Multiple Courses / $500 
Cash)

1st Prize - Kiawah Island Getaway
(Foursome / 2 nights/ 3 days / $750 cash)

Grand Prize - Pinehurst Package
(Foursome / 2 nights/3 days / $1,000 cash)

(includes Pinehurst #2 PGA course)

Tickets On Sale Now 
Purchase Online!

Scan to Purchase

For the complete 
list of prizes, flip to 
the next page!

Sandy Berkebile
@chamberintern@somersetcountychamber.com Please view this document. You can also add comments.
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Ribbon Cutting

Hair by Hayley

New Members         

Pro Disposal Inc
713 Mountain Ave,
 Portage, PA 15946
814-736-3631
www.prodisposalincpa.com

Addison Volunteer Fire 
Department
7214 National Pike, Addison, PA 
15411
Clear Way Energy
115 Townhill Rd, Berlin, PA 15530
304-668-2102
www.clearwayenergy.com

Hidden Valley Rentals
40°03’29.4”N 79°15’29.1”W

724-698-7739

www.hiddenvalleyrentals.com

Transcat Inc
454 Berlin Plank Rd, Somerset, PA 15501

814-701-2316

www.transcat.com

Middlecreek Church of Somerset 
County
226 Middlecreek Rd, Rockwood, PA 15557
814-926-2033

J. Ross Stewart
814- 341-8597
j.ross.stewart@gmail.com

Greater Latrobe - Laurel Valley 
Chamber of Commerce
811 Ligonier St,
 Latrobe, PA 15650
724 -537-2671
www.latrobelaurelvalley.org

12:00 Highlands Golf Package - (foursome, 1 night, 2 rounds)
12:10  Cleveland XL Driver & 2 boxes ProV’s
12:20  Titleist TSR2 Driver
12:30  $350 Cash
12:40  Scotty Cameron Putter
12:50  Titleist T300 Irons
1:00  Treasure Lake package -(foursome, 1 night, 2 rounds, plus $250 cash)
1:10  Set of 2 Big Bertha B21 Hybrids (#4 #5) + 2 boxes of ProV’s
1:20  Highlands Golf Package (foursome, 1 night,2 rounds)
1:30  Titleist TSR2 Driver
1:40  Scotty Cameron Putter
1:50  $350 Cash
2:00  Attendee Drawing - 15 prizes in 15 minutes

(Must be present to win)
2:20  Highlands Golf Package - (foursome, 1 night, 2 rounds)
2:30  Vokey Wedge Set (3)
2:40  Frederick MD Package - (foursome, 1 night, 2 rounds)
2:50  Rocky Gap Package - (foursome, 1 night, 1 round, $200 gift card)
3:00  Titleist TSR2 Fairway Woods (2)
3:10  Scotty Cameron Putter
3:20  Titleist T300 Irons
3:30  Grand Resort Avalon Lakes Package - 

(foursome,3 days, 2 nights,choice of 3 of 4 courses, practice facilities)
3:40  Oglebay/Wheeling CC Package - (foursome, 1 night,2 rounds)
3:50  Wisp Resort - (foursome, 1 night 2 rounds)
4:00  Vail Liberty Mountain/Whitetail Package -

(foursome, 1 night, 2 rounds)

Complete List of Golf Prizes

Barber National Institute – Shred Express
814-445-6908
1219 Red Brant Road, Somerset, PA 15501
www.barberinstitute.org
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Branden L. Snyder
 Harold W. Wheeler, 
Jr. Memorial 
Humanitarian Award, 
which recognizes an 
individual, business or 
organization to honor 
how they went “above and beyond” in their 
humanitarian efforts in helping someone in 
need.

Award Sponsored by The Community 
Foundation of the Alleghenies.

Maximilian A. Merrill
Entrepreneur of the Year Award, presented to 
an entrepreneur who 
has launched a 

consumer

focused business in 
Somerset County;

Award Sponsored By 
Black Excavating

Ian Mapes
Somerset County Young Gun Award, 
recognizes an individual under the age of 
40 who has made a significant impact in his 
or her profession 
while making an 
equal impact on the 
community and non-
profit organizations 
in Somerset County 
through volunteer 
time and leadership skills.

Each year, the 
Chamber recognizes 
individuals who have 
made an outstanding 
contribution to 

our community. This year the  Somerset 
County Chamber of Commerce hosted an 
awards ceremony on February 22nd,  2024 
at the Somerset Event Center at 4:30 p.m. 
recognizing the following individuals in their 
respective categories: 

Donna Gibson
Outstanding Person of the Year Award, 
recognizing 
a Somerset 
County resident 
for outstanding 
accomplishments 
outside of his or her 
vocation and 

for public service in a volunteer effort.

Kelley Duppstadt
Betty Haupt Memorial 
Tourism Award, which 
recognizes a county 
resident or business 
that has made a 
significant effort to 
further tourism in 
Somerset County;

Award Sponsored by Suzanne  Sturni.

Shawn Saylor
Somerset County 
Agriculture Award, 
which recognizes a 
grower, farmer or 
producer who has 
played a significant 
role in branding and 

promoting Somerset County agriculture and 
products in the region and beyond. Award 
Sponsored By Musser Engineering.

Chamber Awards

Black Excavating Inc.

Spencer Brougher
Somerset County Young Gun Award, recognizes 
an individual under the age of 40 who has 
made a significant impact in his or her 
profession while making an equal impact on 

the community and

 non-profit 
organizations in 
Somerset County 
through volunteer time 
and leadership skills.

Dr. William Rocks

Workforce Education Star, which is presented 
to an educator or business representative 
who has made a 
significant impact on 
connecting students 
to career opportunities 
while also making an 
impact on providing 
skilled workers to local 
businesses.

Award Sponsored By Pennsylvania 
Highlands Community College

Emaline Diehl
Ambassador of the Year, This award is given 
to the person who 
best exemplifies 
the mission of the 
chamber has a strong 
understanding 
of the benefits of 
chamber membership 
and realizes the 
importance of the chamber in the community;

Hollern Koontz 
Insurance

Friend SponsorEvent Sponsor



4

Ron Aldom

The chamber has offered an energy savings program for nearly 15 years 
through World Kinect Energy (formerly OnDemand
 Energy Solutions), and it has saved millions of dollars 
for local companies and residents. A great example of 
this just happened recently:

Danni Conn from Beggs Printing was elected to serve 
on the Confluence VFD as their treasurer. As we all 
know, fire departments are always struggling for money 
to maintain their equipment and keep them responding. 
Danni noted that their electric bill was extremely high, so 
she reached out to the chamber, and we connected her with Loren 
Martello from World Kinect Energy Services, and he took it from there. 
Within a day, he had them on a new plan which was a third of what they 
were paying and got them off the plan from some company that had no 
representation and were essentially charging them an outrageous fee. 
After calculating the savings, Danni realized that this will eventually 
save the Confluence VFD over $11,000 this year. Nice Fundraiser!

World Kinect Energy Services can work with any commercial 
customers in the Penelec footprint, and it costs you nothing to evaluate 
your organization’s energy usage. Plus, you are dealing with someone 
from the local region with a company that has a fifteen-year history with 
the chamber. World Kinect Energy Services also offers savings programs 
for natural gas, residential customers, and usage reduction programs for 
qualified users. Results will vary per end user based on usage and any 
prior or current contractual obligations that they may be in.

Interested in saving money? Get an energy quote:

Loren Martello

412-376-3828

lmartello@world-kinect.com

An Energy Savings Story with a 
Happy Ending

Business owners and managers - be sure your employees know 
how to accept Chamber Local Loot gift certificates.
1. Check the expiration date before accepting any gift certificate. 
Local Loot checks are good for ONE YEAR from the date of issue 
listed on the check. Any expired checks accepted by a business 
will not be redeemed.
2. Local Loot should be deposited into your daily deposit, just like 
a regular check. You will receive 100 percent of the face value of 
the check.
3. We suggest that change NOT be given unless at least 80 percent 
of the value of the check will be used during the transaction. Local 
Loot gift certificates should not be redeemed for cash.
For additional information, contact the Somerset County Chamber 
of Commerce at 
(814) 445-6431 or info@somersetcountychamber.com.

Local Loot

UpcomingFestivals

Maple Festival
April 20 & 21; 24-28, 2024
Festival Park, Meyersdale, 
PA 
(814) 634-0213
pamaplefestival.org
The PA Maple Festival is a nonprofit, 
community organized festival which 
takes place each spring.

Maple fest & tour
march 2-3; 9-10, 2024
Festival Park, 
Meyersdale, PA 
Enjoy free tours and sample maple 
products in and around Somerset 
County.  For a list of participating 
locations, download the brochure 
below or visit the Somerset County 
Maple Producers website at 
somersetcountymaple.org.

Scan to Purchase
Tickets

            Or Visit
www.greatenergygathering.com
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Pennsylvania Highlands                
Community College Mixer
Thursday, April 30       5-7 p.m.

Penn Highlands Somerset Education Center
315 Georgian Place, Somerset

Meyersdale celebrating 150 years
      Meyersdale Borough will be celebrating its Sesquicentennial this year 
with a variety of special events throughout the year. Festivities kicked off 
at noon Feb. 19 when the churches rang their bells marking the 
anniversary of the day Meyersdale was incorporated.
      The Murder Mystery performances were on Feb. 23-25, in the MVFD 
social room. American Legion Auxiliary banners sponsored by area 
businesses will be displayed along Main and Center streets. The Friends 
of the Library is publishing an historical picture book. Joyce Nalley made 
a Cat’s Meow collector item to be sold.
      The 50th anniversary of the “Legend of the Magic Water” 
performances are at the BPOE Elks Lodge during the PA Maple Festival 
April 20-21, and 24-28. The maple festival will also have special 150th 
features. The BPOE Elks is hosting a 150th banquet May 4 with special 
guests and music by the Meyersdale Area High School jazz band.
      The Church of the Brethren is celebrating the first church service 100 

years ago in May. A fire department dinner 
June 8 is celebrating its 125th anniversary.
The Appalachian Wagon Train will include 
a ride through town at noon June 18,
 National Picnic Day, so bring a picnic 
lunch to the gazebo park.
       A time capsule will be installed in 
September at the Doughboy Monument. 

Oct. 19 a community church choir concert will be held at Amity UCC, 
followed by tours of the churches in town, and a dinner at the Meyersdale 
fire hall to commemorate the 50th year anniversary of 4 Guys Inc.
      The Sesquicentennial year will wrap up with the annual Light Up 
Night/Christmas at the Manor celebration hosted by the PA Maple 
Festival.
      Visit the Facebook page for updates, https://www.facebook.com/
meyersdale150th. To volunteer, contact Tom Deetz at tdeetz@verizon.net. 
To make a donation, send it to Meyersdale Area Merchants Association, 
PO Box 33, Meyersdale, PA 15552.

Do You Love Animals? 
If so, have you ever considered volunteering 
at the Humane Society?  The Humane 
Society of Somerset County needs help 
from the community.  There are so many 
different ways you can help out even if it’s a 
few extra hours a week or month!  We have 
volunteer opportunities from helping out 
at the shelter with walking dogs, cleaning, 
organizing donations, cat cuddling or you 
could become a Board Member.  We have 
openings on our Board and we need some 
new members.  We meet monthly and help 
out with shelter operations & fundraising.  
It’s a great way 
to build your 
resume and 
to show your 
support of the 
community.  
Our shelter 
relies solely 
upon the 
community and donations.  
If you belong to an organization or group, 
consider doing a day of service at the shelter 
or a fundraiser for us.  If you have skills 
you could help with some maintenance, 
painting or even outdoor cleanup.  Call the 
Humane Society and ask for Kourtney.  She 
will be happy to discuss these opportunities 
with you!  Thank you for your support and 
remember it’s all about the ANIMALS.  Call us 
at 814-443-2121.
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benefits play a critical role in the 
long-term success for businesses 
of all sizes.

A comprehensive and well put 
together compensation package, 
including both wages and 
benefits, goes a long way in 
meeting corporate goals for 
attracting and retaining necessary 
talent. A targeted, rich benefit 
package can help a company 
stand out among its 
competitive peers and can 
provide the company with a 
competitive edge when it comes 
to attracting necessary new and 
top talent. Corporate leaders 
also know that employees who 
feel valued and cared for through 
benefits like health insurance, 
retirement plans and liberal paid 
time off programs are more likely 
to remain with their current 
employer rather than seek 
opportunities elsewhere.

Why Employee Benefits Matter
Additionally, by providing 
employees with access to benefits 
that can help meet their health 
and well-being needs, employers 
can help their workforce achieve a 
better work-life balance, 
reducing absenteeism and 
creating a healthier, happier, and 
more engaged workforce. And as 
most employers know, an engaged 
workforce provides a crucial boost 
toward their goal of increased 
employee productivity and the 
overall profitability of their 
business.

Finally, while the compilation of a 
good employee benefit 
program does come with expense, 
it often leads to a long-term cost 
reduction snot only through the 
efficiencies mentioned above 
but also through a reduction in 
healthcare costs due to lower 
rates of claims utilization.

Employee benefits contribute
 significantly to producing a 
positive company culture, leading 
to improved employee and 
long-term success for the
organization.

The Somerset County Chamber 
of Commerce offers its members 
access to My Benefit Advisor as 
a solution for employee benefits, 
including voluntary offerings. For 
more information about My 
Benefit Advisor, visit our website 
at somco.mybenefitadvisor.com 
or contact Rob Higginbotham at 
(800) 377-3539.

The halls of Rockwood High School 
are still buzzing with pride 
following the successful completion of 
the project by five students from Joe 
Kush’s Life Skills Technology class; 
Dylan Coho, Jacob Collier, Jonathan 
Walden, Savna Bittner, and Rachael 
Polak. These young innovators were 
entrusted with creating the plaques for 
Somerset County Chamber’s SoCo 
Awards, and they delivered with 
excellence that went beyond all 
expectations.

Under the mentorship of Mr. Kush, 
the students embarked on a journey 
that blended academic knowledge with 
hands-on application. They 
skillfully harnessed the power of wood 
working equipment and the precision 
of a laser engraver to craft awards that 
were both beautiful and meaningful.

The awards ceremony, now a 
cherished memory, was a showcase 
not only of the community’s 
achievements but also of the potential 
and talent within Rockwood High’s 
walls. Each plaque, now in the hands 
of its proud recipient, stands as a 

testament to the dedication, creativity, 
and technical prowess of these 
remarkable students.

The SoCo Awards may have come and 
gone, but the impact of this project will 
resonate for years to come, proving that 
the future of engineering and innovation 
is bright in Somerset County, thanks to 
the efforts of Joe Kush and his 
exceptional class.

Back Row - Dylan Coho, Jacob Collier
Front Row - Savna Bittner, Jonathan Walden

Absent - Rachael Polak

Do you know a high school senior 
or current undergraduate who is 
interested in or currently pursuing 
a degree in culinary arts or 
hospitality management? If so, 
forward them this email today.

The PRLA Educational Foundation 
scholarship program is 
accepting applications from high 
school seniors and college 
undergrads who are pursuing 
post-secondary education 
opportunities in culinary arts or 
hospitality management. The 
PRLAEF will award multiple s
cholarships each equaling $2,000 
this year.

The deadline for students to submit 
their completed application 
package is April 1, 2024.

Visit prla.org/scholarship for 
eligibility criteria and application 
requirements. 

Pennsylvania Restaurant & 
Lodging Association (PRLA) 
2024 scholarship program.

Rockwood Highschool’s Brightest Engineered a Memorable 
SoCo Awards Ceremony
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Showcase your 
business by 

hosting 
a Chamber mixer!

Mixers are a great way to 
network while advertising 

your business’ or organization’s 
products and services.

Book your mixer today 
by contacting Sandy at 

sandyb@
somersetcountychamber.com

Somerset Hometown Hero Project: 
Honoring Local Military with Banner Display

A group of dedicated residents, 
part of the Somerset County 
Chamber Leadership Class, is 
proud to announce the launch 
of the Somerset Hometown Hero 
Project, a heartfelt 
initiative aimed at honoring our 
local military heroes. Banners 
featuring the faces of active duty 
or veteran heroes of all ages 
will grace the streets of 
Somerset, turning Main St, 
South Center, and 
eventually lining the PA 
Turnpike Access into a 
tribute to their service.

The Somerset Hometown 
Hero Project is an ongoing 
initiative, with plans to 
continually expand the display 
for years to come.

The project, introduced just a few 
weeks ago through the Somerset 
Hometown Hero Project 
Facebook page, invites the 
community to follow for updates 
as the project unfolds.

The banner display is set to kick 
off on May 18th, Armed Forces 
Day, with a 5k and community 
day at the Somerset Football 
Stadium. The event aims to 
highlight local military and first 
responders, hopefully featuring 
activities such as a football game, 
silent drill team, military band, 
rock climbing wall, and various 
food vendors. Recruiters from 
each branch will also be present 
to answer questions. Veterans 
are welcome to come and share 

stores of 
service. 

For more information on how to 
participate in the community day 
please reach out to the email address 
listed below. 

Banners will proudly hang from May 
to September each year. The group is 
accepting donations and 
sponsorships to offset project costs. 

All hero photos must be submitted to 
somersethometownhero@gmail.com, 
and any questions can be directed to 
the same email.

To place orders using cash or check, 
visit or mail to 
Uptown Works, 
109 East Main 
St, Somerset, PA 
15501. Online 
orders can be 
placed through 
the project's
 Facebook page. The project is 
supported by The Chamber and 
Community Foundation For The 
Alleghenies, with all funds handled by 
the Community Foundation, ensuring 
tax-deductible donations.

Heather Ream from Somerset Trust, 
Karen Aikey from CVS Warehouse, Roz 
Pugh from Uptown Works, Zach 
Waggle from J&J Truck Bodies/Riggs 
Industries, and David Krause from 
Somerset Co Jail lead the project. 
Heroes eligible for inclusion must be 
active duty or retired military, lived in 
the Somerset school district for at least 
5 years, with no age restrictions. Hero 

stories will be shared on the Facebook 
page and, in the near future, on a 
dedicated website.

Heather Ream, project leader, expresses 
the sentiment shared by the leadership 
team, "This project is close to our hearts, 
with several leaders having family 
members in the military. We aim to 

honor and celebrate the heroes among 
us, ensuring their stories are heard and 
remembered."

For more information, visit the 
Somerset Hometown Hero Project 
Facebook page or contact
 somersethometownhero@gmail.com.
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Somerset County Chamber of Commerce
2023 Officers and Board of Directors

President.............Dr. Steve Nunez, PA Highlands Community College
Vice President................................................Sarah Tinsmith, Pitt PERU
Secretary...................................... Tom Lear, Fairfield Inn & Suits
Treasurer..........Dennis Hutchison, Somerset County Farm Bureau

Chamber Office Staff
Executive Director ..........................................................................Ron Aldom 

raldom@somersetcountychamber.com
Office Manager .................................................................... Sandy Berkebile 

sandyb@somersetcountychamber.com
Marketing & Communication .................................................Hind Achouri 

Chamberintern@somersetcountychamber.com 
Receptionist/Clerk .................................................................Patricia Sechler

info@somersetcountychamber.com

Eric L. Knopsynder
Go Laurel Highlands

Emily Riggs Korns
Riggs Industries/
Uptown Works

John Landis
Heritage Coal & 
Natural Resources

Eric Mauck
Highlands Venture

Dr. David Reeder
Berlin Brothersvalley 
School District

Christopher Robbins
Somerset Trust Company

Andrew G. Rush
UPMC Somerset

Laurel Thompson
JARI
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