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WELCOME TO THE

MAY-JUNE 2025 EDITION

INAUGURAL EMPOWERHER SUMMIT!

Join us for our first ever conference for women in business on Fri-
day, July 11 from 8am at 3pm at Seven Springs Mountain Resort. This
year's theme is “Ignite Your Power. Amplify Your Impact.”

We are thrilled to invite you to this inspiring event, dedicated to cel-
ebrating and empowering women of all ages, stages, and phases
in the business world. This conference is designed to foster meaning-
ful connections, provide valuable insights, and create opportunities
for networking with like-minded professionals.

Throughout the day, you will hear from pioneering women leaders,
engage in thought-provoking discussions, and participate in inter-
active activities. Our mission is to celebrate and inspire ambition,
leadership, and powerful women who are shaping the future in our
region.

This event benefits the Somerset County Chamber of Commerce,
supporting their mission to promote economic growth and commu-
nity development.

Register today by scanning the QR code OR at: https://give.non-
profit-partners.org/event/empowerher-conference/e 678142

Thank you for being a part of this groundbreaking event. Let's make
history together!

LUX MEDICAL AESTHETICS

GOOD CHEMISTRY SALON

HEARTLAND HOSPICE

Somerset County is growing,
and we're here for itl In re-
cent weeks, we've celebrat-
ed several ribbon cuttings for
new businesses opening their
doors. It's exciting to see fresh
ideas, local investment, and
the energy of new begin-
nings. We're proud to spot-
light these milestones as our
economy confinues fo thrive.
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The Somerset County Chamber
of Commerce and PA Career-
Link Somerset, along with other
rce education partners,




CELEBRATING THE
HEART OF OUR
CHAMBER:OUR
VOLUNTEERS

Carol Shaulis, Molly Baker, Hazel Hillegas, Pauline
Walker, Peg Tinley, Harold Shaulis

At the Somerset County Chamber of
Commerce, we are incredibly lucky to
be surrounded by a group of dedicated,
generous, and community-minded
individuals who give their time and energy
to help make our mission possible. This week,
we took a moment to show our appreciation
and celebrate the amazing volunteers who
are truly the heartbeat of our organization.

From helping with events to offering an
extra set of hands when things get busy,
our volunteers bring positivity, passion,
and purpose to everything they do. Their
wilingness to step up—often behind the
scenes—makes a lasting impact on the
work we do and the community we serve.
We simply couldn't do it without them!

If you've ever thought about gefting
involved, we're always looking for friendly
faces to join our volunteer crew! Whether
you're interested in lending a hand at
events, helping around the office, or simply
finding new ways to support Somerset
County, there's a place for you here.

To learn more about volunteering with the
Chamber, reach out to us—we'd love to
have you!



TEAM
UPDATE
AT THE
CHAMBER

With Hind Achouri now serving
as the Chamber’s Business Op-
erations Manager, the fteam
also welcomes Hannah Pur-
baugh as the new Marketing &
Communications Coordinator.
With a background in graphic
design, she'll be handling news-
letters, social media, and other
promotional efforts. This tran-
sition reflects the Chamber’s
contfinued growth and
support for its mem-
bers across Somer-
set County.

ACAP MAKING
A BIG IMPACT
IN SOMERSET
COUNTY

Len Lichvar

District Manager

Somerset Conservation District

A one of a kind program to as-
sist the agriculture community
to implement natural resource
conservation practices and
also become more economi-
cally viable, known as the Agri-
culture Conservation Assistance
Program (ACAP) is beginning to
make a large impact in Somer-
set County. Funding for ACAP
in Pennsylvania was authorized

by the state legislature and the
program is being administered
by the State Conservation Com-
mission to conservation districts
across the state. This is yet an-
other example of the public sec-
tor providing empowerment for
both economic sustainability as
well as natural resource conser-
vation in Somerset County.

In the first round of funding the
Somerset Conservation District
has committed $2,204,847.00
to implement a variety of best
management practices over 32
individual projects in Somerset
County. A number of these proj-
ects are already under construc-
tion while others are in the design
phase and will be completed
over the next two years.

Among the successful applicants
in the program is Dave Creamer.
He describes the attributes to
his farming operation as “In the
past we have only been able fi-
nancially fo add 5 acres of graz-
ing info our system. ACAP has
given us the ability to fence 200
acres in a year's time. This would
never have been possible in our
lifetime without ACAP. The proj-
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ect will also enable us to utilize
reclaimed mine ground for pas-
ture and improve soil health as
well as control invasive species.”
The District’'s ACAP Specialist
Sandra Schmidt oversees the
program. Because the program
is sO expansive and ever chang-
ing District Nutrient Manage-
ment Technician Don Williams,
District Financial Manager Kristy
Scarmack, District Watershed
Specialist and Assistant Manag-
er Greg Shustrick as well as Dis-
trict Manager Len Lichvar have
all provided additional expertise
and empowerment required to
meet the administrative, finan-
cial and management require-
ments of the program.

The District ACAP committee,
consisting of District Board mem-
bers and staff, review all appli-
cations and the District Board
of Directors makes the final ap-
proval of projects. ACAP funding
was reauthorized for three more
years by the state legislature.
To apply or to learn more about
ACAP contact Sandra Schmidt
at Sandra-scd@wpia.net or call
814-289-4260.



SAY HELLO TO
CONFIDENCE:

THE ULTIMATE HAIR
SOLUTION IS HERE

At MAVEN Hair Salon, we're redefining what's
possible for women experiencing thinning
hair, hair loss,or just looking for more volume
and fullness. Our Topper and Mesh Integra-
tion systems are game-changers—and we're
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one willknow, but everyone will nofice.
<Non-damaging & Lightweight: No glue, no
heat, no stress—just comfort and confidence.
eLong-Lasting Beauty: Enjoy fuller, thicker hair
for months at a time with low-maintenan-
ceupkeep.

Ready to Transform?

You can find us in the heart of Somerset at 127
West Main Street, Somerset. We offer freecon-
sultations to help you find your perfect solu-
tion.

The Benefits Are Endless:

Imagine waking up every day with hair that
makes you feel unstoppable. Whether it's re-
storingconfidence or enhancing your natural
beauty, thisis the sign you've been waiting for.

You deserve the best—and we're the only
ones delivering it in our area.

Book a consult now and experience the mag-
ic for yourself!

814-701-2499 or www.mavenahairsalon.com



REAL ID
DEADLINE IS
APPROACHING

Starting May 7, Pennsylvanians
will need a REAL ID-compliant
driver’s license or photo ID card
(or another federally accept-
ed form of identification like a
valid passport or military ID) to
board domestic flights or enter
federal buildings that require ID.

REAL IDs are still available and
will continue to be offered after
the deadline. To help residents
prepare, PennDOT is hosting
dedicated REAL ID Days at se-
lect Driver License Centers. On
these dates, some locations can
issue REAL IDs on the spot, while
others will verify documents and
mail the ID within 15 business
days.

UPCOMING REAL ID DAYS:
April 7, April 14,
April 28, & May 5
8:30 AM - 4:15 PM

Residents can also visit a REAL
ID Center anytime to receive a
REAL ID at the tfime of service,
or go to any PennDOT Driver
License Center to have docu-
ments verified and receive the
ID by mail. Pre-verified indi-
viduals may also apply online.

For more information, including
a checklist of required docu-
ments, visit PennDOT's REAL ID

page.

CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE
IN EDUCATION IN SOMERSET

COUNTY!

Mr. Joseph Kush, engineering
and technology teacher at
Rockwood Area School District,
has been named the 2024 Edu-
cator of the Year by the Penn-
sylvania Associafion of Rural
and Small Schools (PARSS)! This
prestigious statewide award
recognizes educators who go
above and beyond fo inspire

students, lead with innovation,
and make a lasting impact
in rural school communities.

Mr. Kush's passion for hands-on
learning and dedication to stu-
dent success reflect the excep-
fional level of education hap-
pening right here in Somerset
County. His work not only ben-
efits his students at Rockwood,
but also showcases the strength,
talent, and forward-thinking
mindset of our local educators.

Recognitions like this shine a
spotflight on the importance
of investing in rural education
and celebrating the amazing
people shaping the future in our
own backyard. We're incredibly
proud to see Somerset County
represented at the state level—
and even prouder of the differ-
ence educators like Mr. Kush are
making every day.



A WORD FROM RON:
“SUCCESS IN SOMERSET”

“SUCCESS IN SOMERSET”, is the
title for the chamber’s workforce
education programs hosted at
all eleven county school districts
and the SCTC with the help and
assistance of other county and
regional partners and has been
ongoing for nearly a decade.
We host an array of programs,
industry fours and other events
to highlight the array of high de-
mand careers in our county. In
May we will be hosting over 500
8th graders at an AG Day Event
at Pennwood Farm in Berlin to
hear from over 25 presenters on
various careers in the ag industry.

The success in Somerset fitle
could also be used to highlight
the chamber events that have
been hosted in the past months,
which include a Winter Kick Off
Event at Seven Springs, which
drew over 450+ business repre-

SOMERSET COUNTY JOB FAIR

EGGS & ISSUES

sentatives on a huge network-
ing event. Then, we hosted two
Eggs and Issues, which included
legislative updates from our very
own PA Senator Pat Stefano and
Representative Carl Metzger,
along with an economic fore-
cast from Nationally known Gus
Faucher from PNC. This was fol-
lowed by a presentation from the
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleve-
land and the Center for Rural PA,
who both presented issues very
relevant fo Somerset County.

March & April proved to be huge-
ly successful months for events, as
the Annual Mega Show Business
Expo at the Galleria Mall was a
total sellout from the vendors and
thousands of shoppers from all
over theregion attended to meet
with local businesses to explore
all the products and services they
provide. The feedback from the

Executive Director,
Somerset County
Chamber of Commerce

Ron Aldo

vendors was
outstanding.

April provided another sell out
event as the Somerset County
Job Fair was a huge success as
well with over 60 business ven-
dors and 400+ jobseekers at the
event. The message here was
thatourcountyhasjobsavailable
in virtually every sector, which
says a lot about the economy.

The next major event is the
Golf Bash of the Laurel High-
lands on May 3rd at the Bak-
ersvile VFD Hall, which is a
grand golf event offering over
$40,000 in prizes, while help-
ing to support the Chamber’s
Workforce Education pro-
grams. Tickets are still available.

ANNUAL MEGASHOW BUSINESS EXPO

Y

The Somerset County Job
Fair welcomed nearly
400 jobseekers and 60+
employers for a successful
afternoon of networking
and on-site interviews

-

The Chamber’s recent Eggs
& Issues event featured
expert insights from the

Federal Reserve Bank and
The Center for Rural PA,
offering a focused look at
economic conditions and
key issues affecting
Somerset County.

The Chamber’s
MegaShow: Home,
Garden & Business Expo
was a huge success,
with a packed crowd
and sold-out vendor
space. Shoppers from
across the region came
out to explore local
businesses, services,
and seasonal
inspiration—all under
one roof!
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Somerset County Chamber of Commerce
2025 Officers and Board of Directors

President................. Sarah Tinsmith, Office of the Public

Defender Somerset
Vice President............... Kirsten Reed, F.N.B Corporation
Secretary...cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, Lauren Thompson, JARI
Treasurer......ccccccceeevveceneeeeeeen. John Rugg, Laurel Asphalt
Past President................. Dr. Steve Nunez, Pennsylvania

Highlands Community College

Eric L. Knopsynder [rvin Kimmel, Jr.

GO Laurel Highlands Somerset County
Commissioner

Emily Riggs Korns Brett Lesnick
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Eric Mauck Michael J. Vuckovich
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UPMC Somerset Patrick McCann
Lockheed Marton

Chamber Office Staff

Executive Director
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Business Operations Manager
Hind Achouri
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Marketing & Communication
Hannah Purbaugh
marketing@somersetcountychamber.com
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Welcome to the Future of Vacation Rental Management.

We’ve built SNOWBALL PROPERTIES on a simple philosophy: serving our partners in a more
meaningful and collaborative way, with experience, and expertise in the areas that matter most
to them—like Adjusted Paid Occupancy, Average Daily Rate, and Guest Satisfaction.

We're a team of problem solvers, income builders, and the partner that understands your every
need. It's who we are, and why our clients are more successful.

As an owner, you deserve a streamlined and personalized path to success. At SNOWBALL
PROPERTIES, we provide a distinctive approach designed to support your growth goals with
clarity and confidence. If you're ready to see what real change looks like, let’s talk - and feel

free to bring a friend.
-

¢

Come tHave A Ball In The Lawrel Wm/

a

S N OW BA L L CONTACT INFORMATION
PROPERT' ES 724.889.6837

www.snowballproperties.com
A BEACHBALL PROPERTIES Company


















PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 18th, 2025

ROTARY CLUB OF SOMERSET GEARS UP FOR 4TH ANNUAL WALK-RUN-RIDE EVENT

SOMERSET, PA - The Rotary Club of Somerset is thrilled to announce its 4th Annual Walk-Run-Ride Event,
set for Saturday, May 3, 2025 on the Great Allegheny Passage in Rockwood at Mile 43.8. This highly
anticipated event offers a unique opportunity to enjoy the region’s scenic trails while supporting local
charitable efforts and programs.

"This event has become a signature one for our club, allowing us to raise crucial funding that we allocate back
to community projects,” club President-elect Rick Kazmer said.

New features from last year will be continued:
e Official race timing with bibs for competitive runners
e A 10K Run, complementing the existing 5K Walk, 5K Run, and 24 -Mile Bike Ride
e Trophies for the top three finishers in each category
e Special prizes for children participating in the event

Course & Registration Details
e Walk/Run Route: Starts in Rockwood, loops halfway, and returns to the Rockwood Trailhead.
e Bike Ride Route: Begins in Rockwood, loops at the Meyersdale Trailhead, and returns to Rockwood.
e Event Registration: 8:00 - 9:00 AM at the Rockwood Trailhead on the day of the event.
e Pre-Registration: Open through April 18, with opportunities for corporate sponsorships.
More Info & Registration: Visit Eventbrite for full event details.

"If you are looking for a well-run event to get some exercise while helping make the community a better
place, this event is for you,” Kazmer added. "This is a great way to spend a Saturday morning.”

Join Us! Don't miss out on this action-packed day on the GAP! Enclosed, you'll find the event flyer and
registration form with comprehensive details.

For More Information:

¥ Contact: Joshua Miller, Rotary Club of Somerset #5250

& Email: jwmiller@somersettrust.com
Re Phone: (814) 521-7258
@ Follow Us: facebook.com/somersetrotary

About the Rotary Club of Somerset:
The Rotary Club of Somerset is dedicated to service above self. We strive to create a lasting impact in
Somerset County and beyond. Unite for Good.

HHH

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SOMERSET #5250

n facebook.com/somersetrotary
P. O. Box 924, Somerset, PA 15501
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MAY 3, 2025

8:00AM - 9: OOAM Registration o

Bike (24 Miles) Begin 9:00AM | Run (10K) Begin 9:05AM | Run (5K) Begin 9:10AM | Walk (5K) Begin 9:15AM

Great Allegheny Passage Bike Trail Begins & Ends in Rockwood

Sl Ll L4

Creat Allegheny Passage (GAP): Rockwood, GAP MILE 43.8
Parking lot adjacent to the GAP and across the Casselman River from business district in
Rockwood. Parking lot address: 11 Rockdale Road Rockwood, PA 15557

$25 - Pre-Register by April 18, 2025
Pre-Registration Guarantees Shirt in Preferred Size
$35 - Day of Registration - Shirt Not Guaranteed

The walk & run begins in Rockwood and will loop half way, returning to Rockwood Trailhead
Ride begins in Rockwood will loop at the Meyersdale Trailhead, returning to Rockwood Trailhead

Scan QR Code to Register Online via Eventbrite | Rain Date Not Offered | Proceeds Benefit Somerset Rotary Club Projects
Additional charge for larger size shirts, see registration form for details.

Contact: Joshua Miller 814.521.7258 | jwmiller@somersettrust.com
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MAY 3, 20235

Pre-Registration Deadline: April 18, 2025 | Mail Entry Form & Payment - Cash, Check, Money Order to
Rotary Club of Somerset P. O. Box 924, Somerset, PA 15501
Make Checks Payable To: Rotary Club of Somerset Or Scan QR Code to Register Online via Eventbrite

NAME: AGE (As of 5/3/25).
MALE | FEMALE: WALK | RUN | RIDE:
ADDRESS:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

SHIRT SIZES (CIRCLE) | ADULT: A3XL; A2XL; AXL; AL; AM; AS | YOUTH: YL; YM
SIZE 2XL ADD $2.50/EACH; S1ZE 3XL ADD $3.50/EACH

*SIGNATURE:

*BY SIGNING, | ACKNOWLEDGE THE FOLLOWING:

I know that running/walking/bicycling in a race is a potentially dangerous activity. | should not enter and run/walk/ride unless | am medically
able and properly trained. | agree to abide by any decisions of a race official relative to my ability to safely complete the race. | assume all risks
associated with completing the event, including but not limited to falls, contact with other entries, the effects of the weather, traffic, and the
condition of the road, all such risks being known and appreciated by me. Having read this waiver and knowing these facts and in consideration
of your accepting my entry, | for myself and anyone entitled to act on my behalf, waive and release The Rotary Club of Somerset, Rotary Club
International, and any co-sponsors, their representatives and successors, from claims or liabilities of any kind out of my participation in this event.
| also grant full release to all parties of this event to use my name and photo for any purpose.
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